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countenance. Such is the Rek Na1, or ploughing festival. The king is represented by the Minister of Agriculture who formerly had the right to exact from all shops found open such taxes as he might claim for his temporary sovereignty. At present he is escorted in procession to Dusit2,a royal park outside Bangkok, where he breaks ground with a plough drawn by two white oxen.
Somewhat similar is the Thib-Chmg-Cha, or Swinging holidays, a two days' festival which seems to be a harvest thanksgiving. Under the supervision of a high official, four Brahmans wearing tall conical hats swing on a board suspended from a huge frame about 100 ft high. Their object is to catch with their teeth a bag of money hanging at a little distance from the swing. When three or four sets of swingers have obtained a prize in this way, they conclude the ceremony by sprinkling the ground with holy water contained in bullock horns. Swinging is one of the earliest Indian rites3 and as part of the worship of Krishna it has lasted to the present day. Yet another Brahrnanic festival is the Loi Kathong4, when miniature rafts and ships bearing lights and offerings are sent down the Menam to the sea.
Another class of ceremonies may be described as royal, inasmuch as they are religious only in so far as they invoke religion to protect royalty. Such are the anniversaries of the birth and coronation of the king and the Thu Nam or drinking of the water of allegiance which takes place twice a year. At Bangkok all officials assemble at the Palace and there drink and sprinkle on their heads water in which swords and other weapons have been dipped thus invoking vengeance on themselves should they prove disloyal. Jars of this water are despatched to Governors who superintend the performance of the same ceremony in the
1  The ploughing festival is a recognized imperial ceremony in China. In India ceremonies for private landowners are prescribed in the Grihya Sutras but I do not know if their performance by kings is anywhere definitely ordered.  However in the Nidetna KaiM 270 the Buddha's father celebrates an imposing ploughing ceremony.
2  Le. Tusita. Compare such English names descriptive of beautiful scenery as Heaven's Gate.
8 See Keith, Aitereya Aranyaka, pp. 174-178. The ceremony there described undoubtedly originated in a very ancient popular festival.
* Le. float-raft. Most authors give the word as Krathong, but Pallegoix prefers Kathong.